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Learning with The Irrawaddy, No. 34 
To accompany the January-February 2009 issue of the Irrawaddy magazine. 
 
Selected article: The Battle’s Not Over, pages 10-17. 
 

TEACHER’S NOTES 
 
Here is the 34th issue of ‘Learning with the Irrawaddy’, a monthly educational 
supplement to the Irrawaddy Magazine. It is designed for English or social studies 
classes in Post-10 schools and adult education classes on the Thailand-Burma border 
(with high pre-intermediate to intermediate level English). With each issue of the 
Irrawaddy magazine, we select one article and design some learning activities for it. 
 

NOTE: YOU DO NOT HAVE TO DO ALL OF THE ACTIVITIES LISTED IN THIS 
MONTH’S ISSUE. YOU CAN CHOOSE WHICH ACTIVITIES ARE MOST 
APPROPRIATE DEPENDING ON HOW MUCH TIME YOU HAVE, AND THE 
LEVEL OF ABILITY OF YOUR STUDENTS. 

 

 
In this issue we have included: 
 

 Teacher’s notes including the article 
 A class set of student’s worksheets including the article. 
 Some copies of the Irrawaddy magazine 

  
REMEMBER: It is NOT important that students understand EVERY word of the 
article. The important thing is that they learn to understand the MEANING of the 
article, and learn to deduce the meanings of words from the CONTEXT (and using a 
dictionary where necessary). 

 
A. Activities before reading 

 
Discussion 
Have students work in pairs or groups to discuss this question.  Then have each group 
share their ideas. 
 
Discussion 
In their pairs, ask students to think about these questions for five minutes. Then elicit 
some ideas from different pairs. Write their main points on the board. 
 
Describe the Pictures 
Students work in groups. They look at the pictures, and write one of two sentences 
about each one. 

Activity 2 

Activity 1 

Activity 3 
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B. Activities during reading 

 
Match the vocabulary 
 
a)  Give students 10-15 minutes to read through the article and underline words they 
do not understand. 
b)  Give students 10 minutes to read the article again and try to match the word and 
its meaning by looking at the context. Then ask them to compare their answers in 
pairs. Finally, elicit an answer from each pair in turn, and check agreement with the 
rest of the class. 
 
Answers: 
1.  to embrace (v.)  e. to hug 
2.  appalling (adj.)  h. frightful, horrifying 
3. atrocities (n.)   d. horrible act  
4. comrades (n.)   b. friends, companions  
5. hideous (adj.)   1. shocking, very ugly 
6. tumultuous (adj.)  a. disorderly, disturbing    
7. to muster (v.)   f. to gather 
8. to interrogate (v.)  j. to question 
9. to spearhead (v.)  g. to organize, lead 
10. previously (adv.)  c. before 
 
Gap-fill 
Students fill the gaps with the appropriate words from exercise 3b. 
 
1. When he returned home, he saw all his old childhood comrades. 
2. Often in war, people commit horrible atrocities. 
3. The young man mustered up all of his strength to speak in front of the crowd. 
4. The earthquake did appalling damage to the town. 
5. He previously thought he could never go to university, but now he has the 

opportunity. 
6. Although he knew nothing, the police interrogated him violently. 
7. The soldier returning home embraced his mother. 
8. The burn left a hideous scar on his cheek. (appalling is OK too) 

 
True or false 
Students decide whether the following statements are true or false by looking at the 
article. If they are false, correct the statement. 
 
1. False. Myo Myint did not agree with the atrocities the army committed and told 
other people about this. 
2. True 
3. True 
4.  False.  Myo Myint’s brother and sister are alive and in America. 
5.  True 

Activity 4 

Activity 5 

Activity 6 
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Comprehension 
Give students about 10-15 minutes to complete the answers. When they have 
finished, put them into groups of 3-5 and ask them to compare answers. Do they 
agree? Elicit one answer from each group in turn, and check agreement with the rest 
of the class.  
Possible answers: 
1. He came from a military family and respected people in uniform. 
2. Myo Myint saw many horrible things in the frontline of battle including death and 

hideous wounds, atrocities, rape, and torture of civilians.  These things made him 
feel guilty even though he did not do any of them. 

3. While in battle, a shell exploded next to him in a minefield and he lost an arm and 
a leg. 

4. He spoke at an ant-government protest in 1988 in front of a large crowd of 
protesters and soldiers. 

5. He was interrogated, tortured, and beaten by the authorities. 
6. He knew there would be no future in the refugee camp, and his brother and sister 

already live in the USA. 
 
 
C. Activities after reading 
 
Check your predictions 
Students work in the same groups they were in for Activity 3. They read over their 
descriptions of each picture, and decide if they want to change them of not. If you 
like, you can tell them the Irrawaddy captions for each picture. 
 
a. Myo Myint in Umpiem refugee camp in June 2008 
b. Friends and other well-wishers say farewell to Myo Myint before he leaves for  

the US. 
c. Myo Myint's first time in an airplane--a 17-hour flight from Thailand to the US. 
d. Myo Myint reunites tearfully with brother Ye Naing, sister Thin Thin Aye and his 

young niece at Fort Wayne Airport, Indiana. 
e. A pro-democracy activist once more: Myo Myint joins demonstrators outside the 

Chinese embassy in New York. 
 
Discussion 
This is a good homework exercise. Students can write this in English or their first 
language, depending on what you think is most appropriate. The length depends on 
which language students write in. 150-200 words is probably suitable if it is in 
English. 

 

Activity 7 

Activity 9 

Activity 8 
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�������������������������������



���������	�
�������	��������������	����	�
������	����� �

���������������� !���������"�#��$�%�&� %���$��'�&(��($%�&�%)&�*�&���$�+�,�&'$�- �./0123454617819/01:;0<40=*�>�( %�?- �@A31A6B1C0A<01�����$�+&��!$� D$�"()�$�+�%!��($E���E������E�!$ �!�&�� *�F�&�!�#�G$�"�(�H������( ��%!$& %���%��)���& %����I)&#�- �!$ %�&?�����$% �"��E($"% H��J��%!��%)#)(%)�) ���? ��E�KLMM*��E%�&��%%���$�+�F)�+�N���N))�O?$- � ���"!��%�P��+���- �N!'���+���Q�+���*�!��R�$����!�&���&%?*�%!����'(?�E�&#���S�%$���(�G��+)��E�&�,�#�"&�"?*�����#�%�!�&���� �T�&�(��""� $�� H��N)���&%����?�"&)%"!� *�!�� %������������$)#��)% $���P��+���- �U$�+(�����#$($%�&?��� ��$��P��+�����������&�  �����"&�'���E� �T�&�(�%!�) ������%$V+�T�&�#��%��&�%� %�& ����)%�%!��!�&&�& ��E�%!��"$T$(�'�&H�F&#��� �(�$�& �'�&���( ���&� ��%�����!���$#���#)"!��E�'!�%�!�� �$���$&�"%(?��%�%!�#H��WJ-�������%!$��$�+�%!�%�$%�$ �����%!$�+�E�&�����&�$��&?�"$T$($���%��%�(��%���� �(�$�&*��)%�� ���E�&#�&� �(�$�&*��$ ��(��*�$E�J� �����$%�'�)(��!�T��+&��%�&��EE�"%*X�!��&�"�((��H��WJ�'� �T�&?� "�&���%��%�(�*X�U?��U?$��"��E�  ��H�WJE�%!�� �(�$�& � %�&%���E$&$�+*�J�'�)(�����%!��E$& %�����%����� !�%HX��J� %�����E�����$�+�E$&�*����)%�KYY� �(�$�& �R�$����%!���&�%� %�& �����#�&��E�((�'���$��%!����? ��E%�&H�W>!������(��'�&��!���?�%��!�T�� �(�$�& �R�$��%!�#H�U� %�'�&����#�� %&�%$�+�$��)�$E�&#HX��>!��!���?���%$#$ #��E�%!� ����? �'� �%����� !�&%V($T��*�!�'�T�&H�Z���S��[$��#) %�&���!$ �E�&"� ����� ��%�%!�#�$��%���&����)��%!����#�� %&�%$�� H��U?��U?$�%�� "�����%!��#�  �"&���)%�'� �%&�"������'���?�%!���)%!�&$%$� H����'� �$�%�&&�+�%�������%�&%)&���E�&���? �������*��"") ����E���$�+���%&�$%�&�%��!$ �"�)�%&?H���W[!?��&��?�)*���E�&#�&� �(�$�&*�%)&�$�+�����(���+�$� %�%!���&#?\X�?�((���!$ ��"") �& H�>!�?�%�����'�?�!$ �"&)%"!� �����E�&"���!$#�%�� %����E�&�(��+���&$�� ��E�%$#�����!$ �����(�+*�'$%!�����%!�&� )���&%H��W>!�?� '�&���%�#�*��$"�$�+�#�*�!$%%$�+�#��$��%!��E�"�*� !�)%$�+*�]̂�)�'�&���� �(�$�&H�[!?��&��?�)� ��)�+&�%�E)(�%��%!���&#?\�[!?�!�T��?�)���%&�?���%!���&#?\-X��[!$(��U?��U?$�%�'� �$���&$ ��*�!$ ��&�%!�&*�̂��S�$�+*�E(���%��%!��>!�$���&��&�����R�$����%!��F((�I)&#��N%)���% �,�#�"&�%$"�_&��%�̀FIN,_a*�'!� ��#�#��& �'�&��&�#���% ��E�%!�� %)���%�#�T�#��%�%!�%�!��� ���&!������%!��KLMM�)�&$ $�+H�>!�?�'�&���&#������� )���&%����?��%!�$"�O�&�������U���$� )&+��% H��

bbcdbecdbfcdbgcdbhcdbicdbjcdbkcdblcdemcdebcdeecd



���������	�
�������	��������������	����	�
������	����� �

������������� !"#��!#$����%���$&����'��(!&�)�*�!���+�$��%&)�$�$���,��-�!� -��&#�.��$����!�+�%!$�����!+���/��#��,�+0�1%$���-�!�#�&��$���2��)*������*�%$�%���$���34��5��������!�+��&#�5&%����5�5��6�&��!�%!/$��-���$#&+��7��$�8!-����9�+&!�!0��1%$���#��,&�)�:;�-�!�#�&����� �#��<�&#��#��=-��=-&�$�5!#���*�!#�+�!�+�!*#�� !+��%���$������ �#�>��!&�.��+��0�?��/��##�+�$����!&*!�+�!�+�5��6�+�%���!�5�&*��5&$��$���1##&#$!�/��1##�/&!$&���%���@�*&$&/!*�@�&#����#A��� !0��?��*!$�����$���+�$���3 <&� ���%�)���/! <��5�&/��#��*$��#�:B�CCC���%�)��#�5����!,��%*�+�$���#/��/��+��!�$��<�*&/&�#��%�$������ �#�� &*&$!�-��!�+�%�� �$��������5!#���#�$$*�+�&��$���340��D���.������#$��9�+��"$�5!�$�$��)��$��1 ��&/!�E�=-��=-&�$�#!&+�!#����<!/6�+��&#�.�*��)&�)#�&��$���/! <�!�+�<��<!��+�$��#!-�%!��5�**�$��%�&��+#�!�+�/� �!+�#�&��$���+� �/�!/-� �,� ��$�� !�-��%�5�� ��!+�#�!��+�$����!�+#�&<#��%���� �#��<�&#���*&%��5&$���& 0��D9$"#���*-�.�/!�#�� -�.��$����!�+�#&#$���!���$�����!�+� -� �$����$�*+� ��$��)��$�!$�9" �*�!,&�)0E��=-��=-&�$"#�#&#$����!*#��!�%�� ���(FG� � .���!�+�5&%���%�!�%�� ���<�*&$&/!*�<�&#������#�$$*�+�&��$���34�#�,��!*�-�!�#�!)�0�4����!#�2�#$�)&,���.&�$��$������%&�#$�/�&*+0��D9"+��!$����#$!-�!�+�/��$&����5��6&�)�&��<�*&$&/#������E�=-��=-&�$�#!&+A.�$����6��5�$�����5!#����%�$����&��!���%�)���/! <�&����!&*!�+0�D9�6��5�$�!$�1 ��&/!��!#�)&,���!�*�$��%�#�<<��$�$��$���<��<*���%���� !0�9���<��$��/��$&����$���#$��))*��%�� �$����0E��1�����&���5&$���&#�.��$����!�+�#&#$���D/��*+�.��$����!<<&�#$� � ��$��%� -�*&%��E����#!&+����$����,���%��&#�+�<!�$���0����������&���$��6�<*!/�����H����IJ��ICCK0�8��6#�*!$����&��1�)�#$�����!�+��&#�.��$����!�+�#&#$���$�!,�**�+�$��(�5�'��6�$��2�&��!�$&>��)& ��<��$�#$��#�/�  � ��!$&�)�$���:BKK��<�&#&�)0��9$�5!#�$���%&�#$�$& ��$���$5��.��$���#��!+�.�������!�+� ��#$�!$&���$�)�$����#&�/��$���L!�)�����<�&#&�)�IC�-�!�#�<��,&��#*-0���&#�$& �����5�,����$��-��!+����%�!���%�!���#$�����%�.�&�)�#��$0�M

NOPQNRPQNSPQNTPQNUPQNVPQNWPQOXPQOYPQONPQ


